Alert but not alarmed? The rhetoric of terrorism and life after 9/11.
Our contemporary times are marked by an ever-present regime of sporadic and seemingly escalating violence and counter-violence as terrorism never rests in its campaign to destroy life and property in virtually every corner of the globe. Since September 11, 2001 our political and cultural climate has become increasingly febrile as governments and their various agencies of control ramp up their rhetoric on terrorism with often devastating social and inter-subjective consequences. In this paper I explore the idea of terrorism as a strategic device deployed by a range of actors and entities to manipulate and undermine the Western 'way of life'. Drawing on a diverse range of scholarship I interrogate the politics of fear and anxiety terrorism is designed to propagate and in closing, suggest some tactics ordinary citizens might adopt in order not to be cowed by terrorism's relentless assault on our intellects and sensibilities.